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be, seemed the best I could devise for 
placing before you in broad outline cer- 
tain aspects of the great problem which 
is steadily attracting more and more at- 
tention, both in Europe and on this con- 
tinent — the problem of Co-ordination. 

THE PRESIDENT: Will the Secre- 
tary now present his report? 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 

Officers. The officers elected at the Min- 
netonka conference have served through 
the year with two exceptions: Mr Thom- 
as D. Jones, elected a trustee of the En- 
dowment fund, was unable to accept, and 
the Executive board appointed Mr W. C. 
Kimball in his stead for the term of three 
years. Miss Mary E. Ahern, elected Re- 
corder, resigned in September, 1908, and 
the Executive board chose Miss Alice B. 
Kroeger for the remainder of the year. 

Members. There are slightly over 2,000 
members in good standing at the begin- 
ning of this conference, a larger number 
than ever before and a net increase of 
about 50 during the past year. 

The library membership is something 
over 200 and might well be double this 
number. It is reasonably permanent. 
Once a member, a library usually remains 
a member. It would be a matter for re- 
joicing if this were as true of individuals. 
While there are hundreds of our number 
who have been members for as many years 
as they have been in library work and 
who pay their dues much as they eat their 
meals, there are other hundreds who are 
intermittent joiners, whose membership 
record is punctuated with gaps which 
mark the years that the conference met 
at a distance or in which they "just for- 
got." 

Finances. Hundreds of members pay 
into the Association treasury a small sum 
year after year, as dues. Because of fre- 
quent questions showing ignorance as to 
the exact use made of this money and a 
commendable desire to learn just what be- 
comes of it, it seems worth while to make 
a plain statement of these money matters. 

The source and amount of its assets and 
income, with the manner and matter of 



its outlay, are items which every member 
of the Association is entitled to know. 
They are, of course, presented in various 
official reports at annual meetings and 
printed thereafter in the Proceedings, but 
with such circumstantial minuteness and 
in fashion so obsequious to the exigencies 
of debit and credit, that the bottom facts, 
the bare, unencumbered, essential business 
of the Association, are not readily appar- 
ent save to the few who are closely con- 
cerned with its budget and bills. 

Three committees are charged with mat- 
ters of finance: the Trustees of the en- 
dowment funds, the Publishing board and 
the Executive board. Each has a sepa- 
rate treasury and each reports to the As- 
sociation at the annual conference. 

The Trustees of the endowment funds 
hold securities to the amount of $100,000 
in the Carnegie fund and $7,000 in the 
general endowment fund. The income 
from the Carnegie fund, something over 
$4,000 per annum, is paid to the Publishing 
board. The income from the general En- 
dowment fund, about $300 per annum, is 
spent as the Council directs and is usu- 
ally paid into the general treasury and 
for current expenses. The Trustees of 
the endowment funds are also charged with 
the safe investment of the two principal 
sums. A list of the securities in which 
these $107,000 are now invested is printed 
in the "Bulletin" for May, 1909. The Pub- 
lishing board spends annually in its various 
enterprises the $4,000 income from the 
Carnegie fund and the receipts from sales 
of its publications (about $8,000 in 1908), 
a total of about $12,000. The last printed 
statement of the detailed income and out- 
lay of the Publishing board is now in your 
hands and will be reprinted in the Pro- 
ceedings of this meeting. 

The Executive board through the Treas- 
urer of the Association conducts its cur- 
rent financial business. The chief item 
of revenue is from annual membership 
dues, a sum now amounting to about $4,- 
700 per annum. From this sum are paid 
the running expenses connected with the 
annual conference, the publication of the 
"Bulletin" (including "Handbook" and 



SECRETARY'S REPORT 



129 



"Proceedings"), the maintenance of Execu- 
tive offices and the sums spent by officers 
and committees. The details of these re- 
ceipts and payments for the calendar year 

1908, are given in the Treasurer's annual 
report printed in the "Bulletin" for May, 

1909. The sum paid in each year for life 
members (usually from one to three hun- 
dred dollars; about one-fifth of what it 
should be) is turned over to the Trustees 
to be added to the general endowment 
fund of $7,000. 

Full minute reports from all three of 
these committees covering the year 1908, 
are in the May "Bulletin." This year was 
one of enforced economy. It was neces- 
sary to reduce the expense for salaries at 
the Executive offices and to limit, by slen- 
der grants, useful work planned by sev- 
eral committees. 

These statements show that it is the reg- 
ular annual payment of dues by each mem- 
ber that keeps the Association going, and 
the more members who pay these dues 
the farther and faster the Association will 
go. 

The removal of the Executive offices to 
Chicago and their organization upon some- 
what broader lines will severely tax the 
present resources of the Association. It 
thus becomes more important than ever 
before that all library workers assume and 
maintain membership. 

The Association at other library meet- 
ings. Three members of the Executive 
board represented the Association as dele- 
gates at the meetings of seven state li- 
brary associations during the year. The 
first vice-president visited Indiana, the 
second vice-president, Illinois, Iowa, Ne- 
braska, Missouri and Ohio and the Ex- 
President, Virginia. 

Cordial testimonials have evidenced a 
sincere appreciation of these visits and, 
in the two years that they have formed 
a part of the Association's Publicity pro- 
gram, they have undoubtedly done much 
to promote professional intimacy and soli- 
darity, to make the Association better 
known and to bring to hundreds of re- 
moter library workers the sense that each 
of them has a part in its purposes and 
in its work. 



The somewhat trying exigencies of these 
annual library pilgrimages, the resulting 
difficulty of meeting demand with worthy 
supply, prompt the fervent prayer that a 
kind Providence may speedily raise up in 
our ranks more men and women who can 
combine in a public address sound sub- 
stance with pleasing and effective form; 
who can serve with distinction as the so- 
cial feature of a meeting and who are will- 
ing to lay these gifts upon the Associa- 
tion altar for two or three weeks in each 
October. 

New legislation. Library extension has 
received considerable attention at the hands 
of various state legislatures during the 
past year and several important and sig- 
nificant laws have been passed, providing 
for the establishment of new state library 
commissions, or enlarging the scope and 
resources of several existing commissions. 

New commissions have been created in 
five states, Illinois, North Carolina, Ten- 
nessee, Texas and Utah. In Illinois three 
new sections have been added to the State 
library law of 1874. 1 By Section 10, the 
commissioners of the State library are 
authorized to appoint two persons, who, 
with the State librarian, shall constitute 
the Illinois library extension commission. 
Section 11 provides that the new commis- 
sion shall give advice and information on 
library matters and shall appoint a library 
organizer who shall keep informed on the 
methods of library work throughout the 
State, visit libraries, assist in starting new 
libraries and report annually to the Com- 
mission. Section 12 empowers the com- 
mission to operate traveling libraries and 
to conduct a clearing-house for periodicals 
for local libraries. 

In addition to the amendment creating 
the Library extension commission, the Il- 
linois General Assembly amended Section 
S of the Act of 1872 2 , relating to library 
funds so that the funds shall be drawn 
on by the officers of the library on vouch- 
ers of the library board instead of being 
drawn on by the city officers. 

In North Carolina 3 and Tennessee 4 the 

iSee Illinois Laws 1909, p. 274-75. 

2Ibid, p. 273. 

3See North Carolina Laws 1909, ch. 873, 
p. 1281-82. 

*See Tennessee Acts 1909, ch. 177, p. 629- 
81. 
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commissions seem to have been consti- 
tuted along conventional lines, with the 
usual advisory, organizing and assisting 
duties. Both commissions consist of five 
members, including the Superintendent of 
Public instruction and the State librarian, 
and are empowered to employ salaried sec- 
retaries appointed by themselves, but not 
from among their own number. North 
Carolina is provided with an appropriation 
of $1,500. 

The Commissions in Texas and Utah 
are not limited to library interests, but 
have a two-fold function, combining li- 
brary extension in the former with the 
functions of an historical commission and 
in the latter with the gymnasium features 
of the Y. M. C. A. 

The Texas 1 commission consists of the 
Superintendent of Public instruction, the 
head of the school of history of the State 
university and three members appointed 
by the Governor. Its library functions in- 
volve the election of a state librarian (not 
from its own members), who shall be an 
experienced librarian and who will act as 
secretary; and the appointment of an as- 
sistant librarian to conduct a legislative 
reference section. Its historical duties in- 
clude the formation and conduct of an 
historical museum and the classification, 
indexing and preservation of the manu- 
script archives of the State. 

To carry on these two lines of work 
an appropriation was granted for two 
years, beginning with September 1; $8,478 
for 1909-10 and $5,378 for 1910-11. An 
emergency fund of $2,721.75 to enable the 
commission to begin operations immediate- 
ly on the passage of the law was also 
granted. 

The Utah Library-gymnasium commis- 
sion 2 , effective on March u, 1909, pro- 
vides for a board of five members to be 
appointed by the State board of education 
for a term of five years. The purposes 
of the commission are to increase and im- 
prove the educational advantages of the 
State by establishing free libraries and 
gymnasiums. An appropriation of $2,000 

»For the text of the law see Circular No. 
1, published by the Texas state library. 
2See Utah Laws 1909, ch. 67, p. 80-81. 



was granted for developing the work, with 
the stipulation that all bills drawn against 
this fund be approved by the State board 
of education and authorized by the Board 
of examiners. 

It is to be regretted that no provision 
was made for traveling libraries. 

Notable measures amending existing li- 
brary laws and enlarging the provisions for 
library extension were enacted by the 
legislatures of California and Vermont. 

Nine library acts were passed by the 
California legislature, the most import- 
ant of which is the County library act 3 , 
providing for the creation of county li- 
brary systems by the county supervisors. 
Supplementing this act are two amend- 
ments, one providing for the transfer to 
the county library system of the books 
and funds belonging to the teachers' insti- 
tutes and libraries, the other making exist- 
ing school district libraries a part of the 
county library system. Several amend- 
ments were also made to the Public li- 
braries act of 1901*. These repeal the 
tax limit section and place the disburse- 
ment of the library funds solely in the 
hands of the library trustees. A larger 
appropriation for the work of the State 
library was granted by an amendment to 
Section 2300, of the Political Code, provid- 
ing that $5,000 of the fees collected by 
the Secretary of State each month shall 
constitute the State library fund 5 . 

In Vermont the law providing for the 
State board of library commissioners 6 has 
been re-enacted with several changes, the 
most important of which is the provision 
by which the Board is permitted to aid 
public libraries with grants of money to 
the amount of $1,000 a year, in sums not 
exceeding $100 to a library. 

Provision was also made for an annual 
school for library instruction, and the ap- 
propriations were increased to $2,000 an- 
nually for salaries and general expenses; 

"See California Statutes, 1909, ch. 479, 
p. 811-14. 

■>Ibid, p. 823-26. 

sibid, ch. 40, p. 39. 

For text of these laws, see also "News 
notes of California libraries," Anrii, 1909, 
4:123-44. For a discussion without the text, 
see "Library Journal," 34:167-68. 

"See Vermont Acts 1908, No. 52, p. 50-55. 
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to $600 annually for the purchase of books 
for traveling libraries, and to $150 annu- 
ally for clerical work in preparing such 
books for circulation. 

Amendments were also made to secure 
to cities and incorporated villages the same 
privileges which towns have previously 
enjoyed. 

Necrology for 1908-9. The losses of 
the Association by death during the year 
that has elapsed since our last confer- 
ence have been as numerous and as griev- 
ous as during any year of its history. In 
1902, the few surviving members of the 
conference of 1853 were made honorary 
members. Three of these have died with- 
in the twelve month, full of years and 
honors. Two survivors of the first fifty 
members who joined in 1876 have also 
passed away. 

Dr James Hulme Canfield, librarian of 
Columbia university, died March 29, 1909, 
from apoplexy. Dr Canfield was born 
at Delaware, O., in 1847. He was pre- 
pared for college at the Brooklyn Poly- 
technic preparatory school, took his A. 
B. degree at Williams college in 1868, and 
received the degree of A. M. in 1877 and 
LLD. in 1893. He also received the 
degree of Litt.D. from the University of 
Oxford, in 1902. He was engaged in rail- 
way construction from 1868 to 1871, then 
practiced law at St Joseph (Mich.) until 
1877, when he became professor of Ameri- 
can history and civics at the State uni- 
versity of Kansas, which position he held 
until 1891. He was chancellor of the 
State university of Nebraska for four 
years, and president of the State univer- 
sity of Ohio four years, until 1899, when 
he became librarian of Columbia univer- 
sity. Dr Canfield served as president of 
the New York library association, vice- 
president of the American library associa- 
tion, a member of its Council and chair- 
man of its Committee on co-operation 
with the National education association. 
He also served as president and secretary 
of the National education association. 

While Dr Canfield's services as a col- 
lege president and a university librarian 
gave him his chief title to grateful remem- 



brance, he will also be remembered as a 
pleasing speaker, a ready writer, a promo- 
ter of the modern library idea and of pub- 
lic library extension and as a man of broad 
human sympathies. He joined the A. L. 
A. in 1900 (No. 2140), and attended four 
conferences. 

For fuller accounts of his life, see "Co- 
lumbia University Quarterlv," June, 1909, 
11:299-308; "Educational Review," 37:538-39; 
"Library Journal" 34:143-44; "Public Li- 
braries," 14:176-77; "Outlook," 91:805-6. 

Miss Agnes Jeanette Field, assistant in 
the Council Bluffs (la.) public library, died 
at Omaha (Neb.) in November, 1908. Miss 
Field was a graduate of the State univer- 
sity of Iowa and was prepared for library 
work at the New York State library 
school. She became a member of the A. 
L. A. in 1908 (No. 4356), and attended the 
Minnetonka conference. 

Dr Daniel Coit Gilman, formerly pres- 
ident of the Johns Hopkins university, 
died in Norwich (Ct.) in October, 1908. 
He was born in Norwich in 1831 and gxad- 
nated from Yale university in 1852. After 
spending some time abroad he returned to 
America to hold various positions in Yale. 
In 1872 he became president of the Uni- 
versity of California and later president 
of Johns Hopkins university, of which he 
was practically the founder. Dr Gilman 
was at one time librarian of Yale univer- 
sity and was one of the members of the 
1853 conference. In 1902 he was made an 
honorary member of the A. L. A. (No. 
2495). 

For further particulars, see "Educational 
Review," 36:431-32; "Independent," 65:956- 
58. 

Miss Sarah C. Hagar for twenty-three 
years librarian of the Fletcher free library, 
Burlington (Vt), died at her home on June 
24, 1908. Miss Hagar was born in 1827 
and was called to take charge of the 
Fletcher library in 1885, and from that time 
until her death all her time, interest and 
sympathies were given to its work. She 
had been a member of the A. L. A. since 
1885 (No. 503), and attended 13 confer- 
ences. 

For a fuller sketch, see "Library Jour- 
nal," 33:493-94. 

Dr Edward Everett Hale, the distin- 
guished Unitarian minister and author, 
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died at his home in Boston, June 10, 1909, 
aged 87. Dr Hale was born in Boston 
in 1822, graduated from Harvard in 1839, 
and received the degree of S. T. D. in 1879. 
From 1846 to 1856 he served as minister 
of the Church of the Unity, Worcester 
(Mass.), and in 18S6 began his long and 
devoted service as minister of the South 
Congregational church of Boston. He 
was a man of wide sympathies and benevo- 
lent democracy and gained prominence as 
the promoter of "Chautauqua" circles and 
as the organizer of the Lend a hand so- 
ciety for general helpfulness. His lifelong 
connection with journalism and writing is 
evidenced by the long list of books to his 
credit. Always deeply interested in edu- 
cational development and progress, Dr 
Hale concerned himself with the modern 
library movement and was a member of 
the 1853 conference. In 1902 he was made 
an honorary member of the A. L. A. (No. 
2496). 

For sketches of his life and work, see 
"Independent," 66, 1349-50; "Nation,"' 88: 
404-5; "Outlook," 92:397-99, 403-6. 

Charles William Jencks, for many years 
the head of the Jencks paper box company 
of Providence (R. I.), died at his home 
in that city on April 23, 1909. Mr Jencks 
was born in Providence in 1826. After 
leaving school he entered the business 
world as a grocer and in 1852 established 
a paper box manufactory. Although his 
time was largely devoted to his business 
interests, he served as librarian of the old 
Mechanics' library for some eight years 
before it was merged into the Providence 
public library. He was a member of the 
1853 conference, joined the Association in 
1887 (No. 699), was made an honorary 
member in 1902, and attended two confer- 
ences. 

Miss Mary Eliza Macomber, librarian of 
the Kellogg-Hubbard library, Montpelier 
(Vt), died February 11, 1909. She was 
born in Worcester (Vt.) in 1859, and en- 
tered library work soon after finishing 
school. Starting as an assistant in the old 
Montpelier public library, she soon rose to 
the position of librarian. In 1895, she be- 
came the head of the Kellogg-Hubbard li- 
brary, a position she filled until her death. 



Miss Macomber was an active member of 
the Vermont library association and served 
as its president and vice-president. She 
became a member of the A. L. A. (No. 
1953), in 1900, and attended several con- 
ferences. 

Miss S. Augusta Smith, for some time 
librarian of the Montclair (N. J.) public 
library and a member of the A. L. A. since 
1900 (No. 1944), died suddenly of apoplexy 
on February 5, 1909. 

Dr Ainsworth Rand Spofford, chief as- 
sistant librarian of Congress, died on Au- 
gust 12, 1908, at the age of 83, at Holder- 
ness (N. H.). Dr Spofford was born at 
Gilmanton (N. H.) in 1825. He received 
an excellent classical education under pri- 
vate tutors, and developed early the pas- 
sion for reading which was to shape his 
career. In 1844 he went to Cincinnati (O.) 
where he became a bookseller and pub- 
lisher. He was one of the founders of the 
Literary club of Cincinnati in 1850. Nine 
years later he became an assistant editor 
of the Cincinnati "Daily Commercial." 
Dr Spofford's life in Washington dated 
from 1861 when he was appointed first as- 
sistant in the Library of Congress. He 
became librarian-in-chief in 1864, which 
position he held until 1897. At that time, 
in view of Dr Spofford's advanced age, 
Dr Herbert Putnam was appointed libra- 
rian and Dr Spofford retired to the posi- 
tion of chief assistant, which he occupied 
up to the time of his death. He was one 
of the founders of the American Library 
Association (No. 19), was present at its 
organization in Philadelphia in 1876, and 
attended five conferences. 

For fuller particulars of his life, see 
"Ainsworth Rand Spofford, 1825-1908; a 
memorial meeting at the Library of Con- 
gress, Thursday, Nov. 12, 1908," 84p. 1909; 
"Independent," 65:1149-55; "Library Jour- 
nal." 33:356-58. 

Caleb Benjamin Tillinghast, state libra- 
rian of Massachusetts, died in Boston on 
April 29, 1909, following a surgical opera- 
tion. Mr Tillinghast was born in West 
Greenwich (R. I.) in 1843. After a few 
years of teaching he went to Boston in 
1870, and became connected with the "Bos- 
ton Journal," of which he was city editor 
for several years. In addition to his work 
as state librarian, which he carried on 
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from 1879 until his death, he was clerk 1844 and graduated from Earlham college 
and treasurer of the Massachusetts board in 1867. After teaching school for a few 
of education for 20 years. He was one years he went to Chicago, and in 1872 
of the original members of the Massachu- became secretary of the committee organ- 
setts free public library commission and ized to take charge of the large gift of 
was its chairman for two terms. Mr Til- books sent to Chicago by English sym- 
linghast developed the state library into pathizers, after the fire of 1871. When the 
a well-equipped and substantial institution. public library was established Mr Wick- 
He was a member of many historical and ersham continued as secretary of the li- 
other societies as well as a life member of brary board and acted as its executive offi- 
the A. L. A., which he joined in 1879 (No. cer until the election of Dr W. F. Poole 
368). as librarian in 1873. From the beginning 
The following persons have been mem- Mr Wickersham had been the financial 
bers of the Association at some time in and business manager of the library. He 
the past, but were not members at the was twice president of the Chicago library 
time of death: club and actively interested in library pro- 
Joseph Warren Chapman who, as libra- gress generally. He originated the co- 
rian, did much to organize and build up operative pension plan now in successful 
the McClelland public library of Pueblo operation among the employees of the 
(Colo.), died January IS, 1909. On account Chicago public library and invented the 
of ill health, Mr Chapman was obliged to library card pocket in common use. Mr 
give up his library work several years ago, Wickersham joined the A. L. A. in 1878. 
but he retained his interest in the Mc- THE PRESIDENT: The Secretary's 
Clelland library until a short time before report js before you Unless objection is 
his death. Mr Chapman became a mem- heard; it will be taken as adopted . 
ber of the A. L. A. in 1895. We win now listen to the report o{ lhe 

Dr William L. Montague, for many treasurer, 

years professor of Latin and modern Ian- THE ' TREA SURER: Mr President, 

?, Ua f n L at £ mhCrSt .° llege ' ^ u n July the Treasurer's report is in the hands of 

X v -?'• ^i Wa % , "♦ ; e J chert ° wn the Secretary, and I will ask him to read 
(N. Y.) in 1831, and graduated from Am- 
herst in 1855, and received the Ph. D. de- '„„„ C r. rDl;T . D v TU t t 

c T11 . ■ „, , ... 1HE SECRETARY: The report for 

gree from Illinois Wesleyan university in r 

1893. He served as librarian of Amherst the fiscal y ear ' J anuar y 1-December 31, 
college from 1864-1878 and as registrar 1908 > has been P"«tedi and has been sent 
from 1860 to 1880. Dr Montague became to a11 members. There is in the hands of 
a member of the A. L. A., which he joined the Secretary the supplementary report, 
in 1876 (No. 43). January 1 — June 15, 1909, which is asked 
William Bailey Wickersham, for thirty- tor by the Executive board. It is in con- 
six years secretary of the Board of direc- siderable detail, and I will read merely the 
tors of the Chicago public library, died summary figures. 

on October 15, 1908, in Los Angeles (Cal.). 

nx_ ixr:„i,„.„v,„™ ..,-.0 1 .„ t„j: •„ iSee Bulletin of the American Library- 

Mr Wickersham was born in Indiana in Association, May, 1909, 3:44-46. 

TREASURER'S REPORT, JANUARY 1, 1909, TO JUNE 15, 1909. 
Balances, December 31, 1908 — 

Deposit, Bartlett Trust Co., St. Joseph $2,107.09 

Credit Miss Browne, Boston 100.00 

$2,207.09 

Receipts 
Membership dues — 

1907 1 at $2.00 $2.00 

1908 3 at 2.00 6.00 

1909 196 at 5.00 980.00 

90 at 3.00 270.00 
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1,167 at 2.00 2,334.00 

1 at 1.00 (partial payment) 1.00 

1 at .50 (partial payment) .50 

1910 3 at 2.00 6.00 

2 at 1.00 (partial payment) 2.00 

3,601.50 

Life memberships— 1 at $25.00 (G. E. Wire) 25.00 

Trustees of Endowment fund, interest 199.55 

Interest on bank balance (Jan. 1 to May 31) 31.29 

Miscellaneous .■ 1.40 

Sale of Bulletin 31.01 



$6,096.84 



Payments 

Bretton Woods conference $33.95 

Bookbuying committee 59.60 

Bulletin 118.10 

Executive offices 592.05 

Secretary's office expenses 60.27 

Treasurer's expense 21.00 

Bookbinding committee 12.77 

Contingencies 28.20 

Committee on salary statistics 100.00 

$1,025.94 

Balances, June 15, 1909— 

Deposit, Barlett Trust Co., St. Joseph $4,970.90 

Credit, Miss Browne, Boston 100.00 

5,070.90 

$6,096.84 
Budget, 1909 

Appropria- Expendi- 
tions. tures. 

Bulletin, 1909 $1,750.00 $118.10 

Secretary's office — 

Salary 250.00 

Expense 200.00 60.27 

Conference 400.00 33.95 

Treasurer's office 150.00 21.00 

Committees — 

Travel 35.00 

Bookbinding 50.00 12.77 

Bookbuying 100.00 59.60 

National education association 25.00 

Administration 25.00 

Salary statistics 350.00 100.00 

Contingencies 65.00 28.20 

Headquarters 1,350.00 592.05 

$4,750.00 $1,025.94 
Respectfully submitted, 

PURD B. WRIGHT, Treasurer. 

THE PRESIDENT: Unless objection shall also take it as adopted. 

is heard the report will be taken as re- We sha n now hear from the Publishing 

ceived, and adopted. board. 

We now come to the reports of commit- MR R E LEGL ER: Mr President: I 

tees. The first report is that of the Trus- , ... ... . . 

, , „ . ^ , . . ., ,„. take it there will be no popular expression 

tees of the Endowment fund, by Mr W. ... . . T , , ; t. . 
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